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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

December 28, 1989
PEOPLE RELUCTANT TO GIVE UP RELIGION, EVEN THOUGH THEY FIND IT HARD
TO ACCEPT THE MYSTERIES OF GOD, SAYS UD RELIGIOUS STUDIES EXPERT

In the coming decade, churches will continue to fight a trend of
increasing secularization, says Thomas M. Martin, chair of the University
of Dayton religious studies department.
"People generally feel that solutions to many of the issues that face
us--ecological problems, medical issues such as AIDS--depend upon human
effort, intelligence and ingenuity," he said. "To some extent, that takes
away from the idea of God running the universe on a day-to-day basis.
People in the 20th century have split personalities. They still have
religious experiences • • • but they find it hard to accept many of the
difficult dogmas, such as the Immaculate Conception and the virgin birth."
Issues the Catholic church will face in the '90s, said Martin, will
include the firm authority exercised by church officials in the face of a
growing call for more democracy among parishioners; seeking a solution to
the increasing number of divorced Catholics; and the shortage of priests.
"I think we're more likely to have married priests than women priests in
the future, given the dynamics of the church and its history," said Martin.
For media interviews, contact Thomas Martin at the religious studies
department at (513) 229-4321 or at home at (513) 293-8380.
FAMILY EXPERT PREDICTS GROWING NUMBER OF TWO-PAYCHECK FAMILIES
WILL SPUR NEED FOR DEPENDENT CARE--BOTH CHILDREN AND ELDERLY--IN '90S

The number of two-paycheck families will increase during the '90s,
making child/elderly care, parental leave and flexible work schedules the
most critical issues facing our nation's families, according to Patricia
Voydanoff, director of UD's Center for the study of Family Development.
"A lot of the trends so prevalent over the past couple of decades-like divorce and remarriage--have leveled off, but they've leveled off at a
very high rate. There still aren't clear rvles about what you're supposed
to do if you're a stepchild or a stepparent. Kinship rules need to be
worked out," said Voydanoff, chair-elect of the family section of the Amercan Sociological Association and editor of the Journal of Family Issues.
"I think a lot of what will happen to families in the '90s will depend
upon what happens to the economy. Unemployment and job uncertainty are
increasing again after six or seven years of relative comfort. These have
a strong impact on family life and family dynamics," she said.
Voydanoff wrote about work and family life in the January 1990
National Council on Family Relations report, "2001: Preparing Families for
the Future." For interviews, call he at (513) 229-4614 after Jan. 3.
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